
RECOGNITION RECONCILIATION
THE FEDERAL, PROVINCIAL AND TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS: TOGETHER, THE GOVERNMENTS — INDIGENOUS, FEDERAL, PROVINCIAL AND TERRITORIAL — WILL:

Recognize the original intent of the Royal Proclamation to establish Nation to Nation 
Relationships between the Indigenous Peoples of Canada and the British Crown, the First 
Nations (“Indians”) and Inuit Nations.

Ensure that Indigenous Nations have on-going, Constitutionally protected rights to non-partisan participation in Canadian 
Governance Institutions (Parliament) at the provincial and federal levels and in the co-management of lands and resources 
within the areas associated with their historical land use.

Recognize that the UN Declaration applies to the pre-existing Indigenous Nations in Canada 
that have experienced colonial domination; that these Nations have rights in Canada as self-
determining Indigenous Nations, many yet to be expressed, recognized and reinstituted.

Replace Indian Act with Indigenous Relations Act to reset the relationship of Indigenous People with the government of Canada 
to what it was originally intended to be: a Nation to Nation relationship.

Recognize that the Constitution of Canada has assigned responsibilities to the federal, provincial 
and territorial governments which are explicitly exclusive and that Indigenous Nations must 
have independent relationships with these governments, as well as collaborative relationships 
amongst them.

Realign relationships with Indigenous Nations to better reflect the intent of the Constitution of Canada: Nation to Nation 
relationships with the federal Crown, and government to government relationships with the provincial and territorial 
governments whose authority is established under the confederate Canada.

Recognize that Indigenous Nations have a fundamentally different relationship with the federal 
crown, than do the Métis people; the Métis Nation did not exist prior to colonial contact and 
although they are a recognized Aboriginal group, they are not Indigenous People.

Transition Indigenous and Northern Affairs into 2 separate agencies: one to deal with Indigenous Nations and the other to deal 
with the Métis Nation and the North, realigning the Indigenous Relations Department functions to support the development 
and implementation of Comprehensive Community Development and Nation Rebuilding Plans under standards developed on a 
tripartite basis.

Recognize that Indigenous Nations have a right to self-determination, which includes the right to 
govern within their traditional lands and over their citizens, regardless of where they reside.

Ensure that Indigenous Nations are enabled to reclaim responsibility for their citizens regardless of prior Indian status or 
residency on Indian reserves; Indigenous Nations assert territorial jurisdiction across lands of historic use and occupation and 
personal jurisdiction over Nation citizens, whether on Nation lands, or elsewhere.

Recognize that the Indigenous Nations within Canada functioned as self-sufficient, self-
governing societies prior to contact.

Establish a new Investment Management Framework (IMF) and Nation-based Spending Authorities, with resources specifically 
identified to assist with reinstituting Indigenous Governance and Government functionality through Nation Rebuilding and 
Community Development.

Recognize that Indigenous Nations maintain relationships to the territories that they traditionally 
occupied and also have historic and contemporary relationships with one another; that the 
concept of Nation to Nation identity and recognition is based on these pre-colonial, historic 
relationships.

Ensure that investments are provided to Indigenous Nations to engage with one another in activities associated with rebuilding 
historic socio-economic relationships; that pre-existing Inherent rights and relationships are recognized, stemming from 
Indigenous stories of creation, attachment to ancestral homelands and evidenced by linguistic and cultural identities.

Recognize the role that Indigenous men and women played, and continue to play, in fighting to 
protect Indigenous sovereignty and the security of the lands within the country of Canada, in 
times of war and disputes, domestic and abroad.

Ensure that all Indigenous veterans that have fought in the Canadian Armed Forces, and their families, are provided with the 
recognition due their contribution and the support necessary to be comfortable, engaged and cared for; invest in rebuilding our 
men’s roles as protectors and providers within their Indigenous Nations.

Recognize that the impacts of colonization and notably, residential schools, resulted in broken, 
hurt and healing families and that specific and sustained investments are required to address 
the individual and collective impacts and injuries resulting from historic injustice.

Move away from program based funding and provide sufficient, sustainable and secure funding to Indigenous communities 
and Nations to effectively engage their citizens and partners in planning and healing, development and rebuilding activities 
associated with implementation of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada calls to action.

Recognize that Indigenous women and their children have been impacted in unique ways 
specifically in relation to the Indian Act and other colonial laws that introduced sexual 
discrimination and domination to many Indigenous societies for the first time.

Ensure that Indigenous girls and women, and their children, are recognized as Indigenous citizens, especially those who have 
been impacted by the Indian Act membership rules, and provide the care and investments required to assure that they are safe, 
secure and supported as they rebuild.

Recognize the critical role that Indigenous citizens played in the early struggles and eventual 
settlement processes associated with the building of confederate Canada and the impacts that 
colonization, Canadian laws and historic and contemporary relationships have had on Indigenous 
Nations and People.

Invest in Indigenous Nations to develop and deliver curriculum to be delivered across all grades of public education, and in the 
process of acquiring Canadian citizenship relating the historical relationships and bringing awareness to their contemporary 
circumstances, governance structures and aspirations.

Recognize that only Indigenous Nations themselves, have the right to speak for and represent 
themselves, in relationships and agreements with the federal and provincial governments.

Ensure that representative organizations have the authority to speak on behalf of an Indigenous Nation or Nations; that they 
explicitly obtain the written signature of a duly elected or appointed representative of said Nation, on a case-by-case basis.

Recognize that the process of colonization and misinterpretation of the Royal Proclamation, 
British North America Act and Constitution Act, and associated regulations and attempts at 
assimilation and management of Indigenous peoples and their lands, have resulted in the 
current socio-economic status of Indigenous Nations with respect to their overall well-being, as 
individuals, families, communities and Nations.

Establish a new Collaboration and Accountability Framework and conduct a realignment of existing Indigenous representative 
organizations (political and service, on and off reserve) into the IMF, as partners in Community Development and Nation 
Rebuilding; adequately invest in the timely implementation of these plans and measure organizational/agency performance as 
well as outcome achievement, regularly.

Recognize that the government of Canada, the provincial and territorial governments, and local 
governments, as elected officials and as a civil service, have a responsibility to actively engage, 
invest in and support Indigenous Community Development and Nation Rebuilding activities  
at all levels.

Transition the existing federal Indigenous Affairs Department’s federal civil service into an Indigenous Public Service, and 
following a Community driven, Nation based approach, transfer capacity as required (planning, policy making, investment 
management, technology and data systems, reporting, human resources…) to each Nation.

Recognize that Indigenous Nations are at various stages of Nation Rebuilding and their 
communities are at various stages of development and that Indigenous citizens are at various 
stages of healing.

Ensure that sufficient and ongoing resources are provided to permit Indigenous Nations and communities to effectively engage 
with their citizens in healing, planning and development, including citizens residing away from their ancestral homelands; follow 
the Health Canada Community Development Framework.

Recognize that Indigenous Nations rights include rights to assert sovereignty over concepts 
related to identity and wellbeing, interpretation of intellectual property and assertion of data 
sovereignty.

Ensure that Indigenous Nations are adequately funded to build capacity in Data Governance, Information Management and 
Information Technology and are partners in developing and implementing a new Investment, Management and Accountability 
Framework across federal departments and provincial ministries, defining data that is to be Open Data.






